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STATEMENT:
The mission of
USD. #216is to
produce creative,
self-sufficient
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be resourceful
in a changing
society.
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day 25,2001). Although

This is a response to the lette:
yment / offset demand”

this letter referenced s
letter that we have kn¢
explanation for our a
FY 1999. :

ission for Erate funding in

In 1989 nine tthwest Kansas formed the. Htgh Southwest Plains

0 provide video instruction for rural public school
¥oration with Pioneer Telephone Assoc. Inc; H(Ulysses, KS
mmunications provider, and administered by Southwest

) 626). Although Pioneer Telephone has always been the

:r forbHSP’N the network contract is, in fast heId between Pioneer

and was a551gnked’a S IN.’, Pammpatmgdlstncts used this SPIN in their FRN’s although we
later learned that we sheuld have used the SPIN a551gned to Pioneer Telephone, the actual
service provider. : _

Our contractual agre " t has created a great deal of conﬁlsmn in our subsequent Erate

applications. We are sﬁecxally concetnied that we are being asked to return money that was
granted to us in the first year of Erate funding. Since Kansas school districts may not carry
over money from one fiscal year to the next, these dollars have always been applied to the
eligible services provided by a registered common carrier, even though we erroneously used an
inappropriate SPIN.

We hope that we can clarify this misunderstanding for this and future funding years. Please do

not hesitate to contact us for further explanation.
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Sincerely,
Al R Muka

Dr. Philip Mahan, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Deerfield Schools
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